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1ot frernitrere.

A forester inspects a tree ready to
be harvested.

The Appalachian hardwood
spans 344 counties

n 12 states, as defined by
the Appakachéan Hardwood
Marufacturers Inc.
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Solid wood sources tell
quality, durability story

BY THOMAS RUSSELL

HEGH PORNT — Salid word furniturs
aften commands a ligher price [roant [
case of the materials story.

For examiple, a fourpiece veneered
bedroom poced trom 51,299 ta 32,499
rnight gamer 33,499 o $4.99% — or
minte — fioe o salid wood version, [raeta-
lady if it's made m the LS. or Canada.

S0 for consumers whi are considering,
those higher prive peanes, it pays oo know
whar they are paving for and why ics dif-
I-e;ll,rl1 from I|'||, ||mw|11||“t| \'I,'rI\_'\'I'I,'I,I s,

Solid wood furnioure cypacally means
that the furnimare is solid wood throseh
anl through, fram thie tops of rabdes 1o
the wps, end panels and drawer frons of
case piges spch as bulfers and sideboards

Ui the bedroom side, veneered head-
hoards and fooehoards are replaced with
sorlied o] panels and frames, And as
wirh dining rocm furninure, the com-
PEUTICA CIR0S PRECES i the bedroom have
solid wood components such as ops,
drawer frons and end panels, While some
alrarweers have solid constructon, they are
miowe often made with plywood sides and
|'|;|n._'L\.

Because of such construcoon methods,
the caregory & often comssdered a niche in
the market thar apphes largely to domesoe
producers, but ako m some importers
sich s A-Amenc and Intercon

Much solid wood wed in furmimire
cormes from the Appalachian region,
seretching brom soathern Mew York and
cenmal re westem Pennsylvania o west-
ern Virgimia and the Carolings as well as
pars of Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee,
Ohia, Marvland and Wesr Viegmia,

Some of the wond also s LrOWT m
western Moeth America mcluding p24

A truck gats ready to haul frashly cut tirmber to a savmill.

T .-Lj-.er readhy to b cut into lumber at G Ny ¢ Lurniber

Ca. in Butharforcton,

M.C.
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contimued from pa
the Pacific Morthwese and pars of
Canada, Ortber commonly used sobid
wood species such as eak, mahogany
and resewond are grown and harvested
ewverseas and wsed in burmiture that’
cither imported o made n Narth
87% Armwerica,

According to the LS, Forest Service,

. more red and white cok are the most com-
solid wood mmemly commiercially harvested hard-
wioxds, accounnng far abour 23%: and
How much mora? 13% of the oeal, r-.*|3-.'-:ri'-1'1:.'. This is
follcawed by poplar {1195, soft maple
Leas than 550 A% {10% Y heard m '||‘L_ [G%G], sweet guim
50 1o §28 1504 13% ), hickoey (4%:), ash (47%) and wal-
$100 to §109 =% nur:\l:l ._hlf.lr:. (3 I. -l.é'ILI.I'I.:. - ,
Avcording to the 2 archwnd 35 ——_ il S
200 to 259 21% Market Report, tmber comsumprion Hiages s prscies el .t Sy, LN S i
£300 to S489 1306 has been dowamn in the ULS, over the st
F500 oF Frone 1594 caght years based on nse inproduces

frosm railway es and fooring e mill-

St FuEmni ' Elﬂr ] Bnarienedk -
el s wrk, pallets, cabires and furniure.

Thenpsy Corsumes Sursy
This means consumers are fimdimg less
domestcally produsced products wath
LIS hardharools.

Furninure accounted for 1.2 hillon
board beetin 2008 but only 372 millien
board foerin 20003, 2 £9%% drop. Odher

“Years ago D-Eﬂple categnries such as looring, cabinets
wanted solid wood and millwark alsa fell sgmificantdy —
furniture and would F7.6%, T8 and 75.9% respecnvely
pass it down to their — hgures chat are likely due o drops in

. s am o= domestc manufacuring, bur also o the
Ki r refinish i ; e .
ds' o '5]1 tr ;'ILILI\,'{I pise Ol s0ime hHlk‘l \_|||;|||1v VENEETS

Nﬂw" the younger and larminates m these products.
generation wants to go Saill, hardwiond expoets rose 10%, in
to Walmart and buy it the perind, which i due m langely o the
cheap and replace it. To overseas manufacture of furnimare and
me it's just thmwawa}' ather e KII_!\{'\ I!'l::l se |_|. S wonnls,
furniture.” — MIKE Morth Caraling suppliers such as

Rutherfordron-ased sowmill aperanar
PARTON, GILKEY LUMBER

Gilkey Lumber and Hickery-based lom-
ber distmburoe WAL Cramer have seen
msch of their business shift o exports
i recent vears, Gilkey bogan exeporting
armnd 1990 and rﬂ:l:l!. I'||.':l|‘|.:.' B9 of
it sales e for export, OF that, about
75%0 15 used in farmanare, company of-
[i'i:!]l\ L'\I'il'l'l;lh._'.

WML Cramer has been exporangg
fioar aabwar 40 years, bur only in small

ameamts unl about four FEArs g0, An inspector at Harden Furmiture chacks the siraightness and quality of

said Wendell Cramer, president. Today boards at the company's rough mil. These boards are ready to be used in

EXPHITS 0Ol for ar bease 50% of his firiishad prodoct. i

busness, wath mose ot that going mtc

furminire thars made m China, Viemam for comsumers loaking for 2 well-ble |,||J|'||u'._'|t|,|,| b the vse of |'rika'|'g||,|:3|||15.'

and Evrape, prodhuct that can be handed demam bream larmimades dhae ane end g be the asthene
Proponents of sold wood farmitre genceanian o geneeanon, solid wood crpuivakent of some veneers.

say that it may not have the same visual furniture prasscs thee test in manry ways, “Years aEn |‘.1,|:r|1||,' wanted solid

appeal as some fBancy Ece verseers, But Ome is that the construction can't be wood furniture and would pass it p26




26 MARCH B, 2015 FURNITURETODAY.COM

ON THE

Solid wood sources tell
quality, durability story

SURFAGE

A BUYERS GUIDE
10 WOOD & ER

Boards are ghued up at the Harden Furniture plant in McConnallzville, BLY. This tablka is part of Hardan Furnituna's Cabnetmakers Chary collection. It s
madea with solid chemy,
cortinued from p24
devwnt oo their kads, or refimish in,™ said
Mlike Parten, an execonve at Gilkey.
“Mioaw, the VIHINECT BENCTANCE WIATIES [0 2
e Walmart ansd buy e cheap and replace
e T miee it's just throweaway furmmre.”
Ouhiers poing ot thar new high qualine
larmireates chat are bringing competoen w
wenseers wiont't ikely affecr the appeal foe
solid wood harmimre due oo the conseree-
i and physical propernes of solid wood.
“Neneers can |:r|"[|, T3 Pure |3|,'|‘I-\1_'I
Lok thiae can b duphicated by Blm,™ sad
Toam Inman, peesdent of the High Poine-
b trade association Amerscan Hard-
wond Manufacourers Inc., adding dhar

A Harden Furmiture emple " This dresser is part of the Lansing collection
assembles a table at the solicd wond contimues w affer a qualiry by Blarkholdar Furmiture. It is made with salid
A e ol . g e sry that et be 1 oy Borkhokds ure. Ihis solid
McConnellzville plant, ard durabality seory that can't be maeched brown manke and is shown in 8 chooolate finish

bw veneess or laminares,

Even somme neasradinemal resonroes
for salid wood furniture are casding on
including ke, which anmounced ir s sgll-
in 2 linwe oof sobicd wood furniture made
with wood grown in northern Sweden.
Up o2 this poing, most of is furminee
products have been made with parocle-
bezird and high grade lamimaies,

Sources

Appalachian Hardwood Manofacrirers
Iric. weas @ primary source for this report,
prewviching dara and phomgraphy, It has
::l'n it 2000 |'|'||,'|'|'||‘.1, 1% I|'|;|1 |::|'__u'|5.' 'ilklu;ll;
winnd processors and distriburors in the
Add-county Appalachian hardwood re-
o, Trs ol i g promuoe: logs, lumber The Adelne dinng set by Simply Amish is shown in solid chemmy and sold
and relared PI'\."(II.II.'[.‘\. froam che area, mapke, It is availabls in seven woods and some 100 finish options,

A fumiture assembler puts

togather solid wood boards with

dowvetail joints at Hardan, Such

pigces are typically used in drawer
onEtnction.
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Common
solid woods

MNote: Sapwood is the outer growth
of the tree, whils haartwoeaod & at the
center of the tree, highlighting arlier
growth,

Domestic varieties
1. Amesican alder
Whare it's grenam: Wast Coast LSA,
especially Pacific Northwest
Charactenistics: Wood is almost white
whien first cut, but changes to light
brcvan with & wellow oF reddish tone
whien exposed to ai. Wood has a
straight grain and a unifcrm textue,

2. Amenican ash

Where it's grown: Eazterm USA
Charactenistics: Sapwood & light to
nearly white and the heartwood varies
from grayish brown to light brown

to pale yaliow streaked with brown.

It typically has a strasght grain and a
coarse uriform textune,

3. American cherry

Where it's grown: Eastern LISA
Charactesistics: Sapwood & creamy
whiite and the haartwoed s red to
reddish brown and will darken with
exposune to light. [t has a straight gram
arvd smooth tecure.

4. American red eim

Where it's grown;: Eastern to Midwest
LISA

Charactenistics: Sapwood & grayish
white to light brown and heartwood

is recidish brown o dark brosen.
Features straight grain that also can be
interlackad, It can be coarse in taxture.

5. Amenican hard maple (alzo called
sugar mapks and black mapla)
Where it's grown: Eastern LISA,
inchuding Mid-Atlartic
Cheractenistics: Sapwood & creamy
white with a slight reddizh brown
tinge and heartwood vares from light
to dark reddish brown, Wood has a
closa, fine texture and & gonerally
straight grained but it can also feature
fiddiback and birdzeye figuning.

6. American hickony

Whare it's gron: Eastern LISA,
inchiding central and southern states
Charactenistics: Hickones are split into
b groups, tue hickones and the
pecan vansties, which are frt bearing.
The woad is the same far both and
faatures whits sapwond that is tinged
with brown, while: the heartwood is pale
to reddish browr. Both benve a sirasghi
grain that can be wavy or imegular

7. Eastam whits pine

Wheere it's grown: Eaztem LSA and
Canada (knotty pira & grown in

westarn Canada and USA}
Characteristics: Wood is pale yvellow o
lighit parik aned raddesh brown with rasin
clucts that fom namow brown lines
paralkel to the grain, which i relatively
straaght. With knotty pine, sapwood

iz light wellow to creamy whits while
sapwood is reddesh browrn,

&, American poplar

Where it's grown: Eastern LISA
Characteristics: Sapwood is creamy
white and may be streaked, while the
heartwood i palke yellowish brown

o alive green, which tends o darken
upsan exposurs 1 light and turm brown,
The wood has a medium to fine texture
and has a uniform straight gram.

9, American red cak
Whiere it's grown: Eastern LISA
Characteristics; Sapwood is white to
lighit b el the heartwood vanes
from pinkish to reddish brown, It has
amostly straght grain with a coarse
texturg,

10. Amencan soft magple (also called
red mapls and silver mapks)

Where it's grown: Eaztemn LSA
Characteristics: Sapwood is grayish
white with sometimes darker colored

pith flecks. The heartwood varies from
Bghit to reddish brown. The wood also
s usually strasght grained,

11. Amesican walnut

Where it's growr: Eastern LSA as well
a5 the ceniral states

Characteristics: Sapwoad is crearmy
white and the heartwood varies from
gt brovan to dark chocolate broswrn,
Wood is generalhy straight grained but
iz sometimes wavy or has a curly grain
pattem.

12, Amenican white cak

Where it's growr: Eastarn UISA
Characteristics: Similar in appearance
to European oak, this specias

has lightly colored sapwood and
heartwood that varnies from light

to dark brown. It is mosthy straight
grained and has a medium o coarse
tectume ard imare fguring than red
oak,

13. American yellow birch

Where it's growns Eastern LISA and
rorthemdake states

Characteristics: Sapwood is white and
the heartwood is light reddesh brown,
tt has a straight, uniform grain and fine
texhure,

S0 oo Amanoan Hedwood Export Council, Appalachian Hasdwood Manuiaotunes, Colmbla Forest Produnis and The Wood Ootabass.
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Imported varieties

14, mahogany

Where it's grown: Central Afica and
Honduras, Bragil and Caribbean lslands
Charactenistics; In African varisty,
heartwaod is light to dark red o reddish
browm with a medium coarse texture
and intesiocked grain, which appears to
be striped. Where the grain is absent,
it may contain well defined cathedral
shapas in aown-cut venears, Central
and South American relathe is similar,
with interlocked grain pattesns that
produce a ribbon-striped appearance.

15, rubbarwood

Whene it's grown: Asia, but indigenous
o Brazil

Characteristics: Haartwood and
sapwoad are a kght blond o medium
tan with some madium brown streaks.
Codor tends to darken with age, Grain
is straight with a coarse, open texiune.

16. teak (aka Bumese teak)

Whera it's grown: Southam Asa
Characteristics: Heartwood is golden
of redium rowr, with the color
darkening with age. Grain is straight
but it can be inferlocked. Wood has a
Coarse, uneven e,




